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Formulation of experiments to isolate and examine microorganisms for students
handling microorganisms for the first time
— The Summer Workshop for Middle School Students—

Kizawa Yoshie

Institute of Applied Biochemistry, Technical Service Office for Life and Environmental Sciences,
University of Tsukuba, 1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8572 Japan

Given the opportunity to present the original topic of “What is fermentation? What is mold?” at the 2005
Summer Workshop for Middle School Students, we have supervised the topic of experiments to isolate and
examine microorganisms in the 6 subsequent workshops up to the 2010 Summer Workshop for Middle School
Students held last year. In order to increase students’ level of understanding and foster greater interest in
microorganisms, we have taken various approaches each year to aspects like topic content and types of
microorganisms covered. Here, we report on changes in and problems with these approaches and topics for the
future.
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